
Select language Select "North America"

Select your corresponding 
consulate/jurisdiction.

You can determine the location 
by entering your home zip code 

on our website

If you have completed or partially completed a prior visa 
application, you may retrieve it here. 

Carefully read the COVA 
guidelines. When ready, 
click "Start an Application"

Save your application number! You will 
need it to return to a partially completed 
form or retrieve a completed application

Upload a digital passport-style photo.
Review and follow the guidelines shown.

                              IMPORTANT! 
Name must be entered exactly as in your passport
Family name = Last name
Given name = First and Middle name

If born in mainland China, Hong Kong, or Taiwan, 
enter your name in Chinese characters

U.S. passport holders enter 
"United States Department of State"

Tourist visa = L, "Independent tourist"
Business visa = M
Family Visit visa = Q or S
Work visa = Z
Student visa = X

US passport holders going for tourism or business
Entries = Multiple
Max duration of stay = 90
Validity of visa = 120

Final validity will be decided by the embassy/consulate 
based on the rest of your information. 

Must enter minimum 5 years work history.
If you're retired, list your previous employer(s).
All fields must be completed. Do not leave anything blank

To add more fields, click here

U.S. Citizens, click [Not Applicable]
Non-U.S., enter green card or U.S. visa number

If you did not attend college, provide High 
School information.
Major for High School = "General Studies"

Complete address must match your valid
Driver's License/State ID or Utility bill.
Include Street, City, State, Zip code.

Do not leave blank.
Must enter full address of intended place of stay.

Tourist applicants, enter hotel, friend, or tour 
company in China information.

Business applicants, enter your host company's
information as shown on the invitation letter.

Name, Phone number, and Address sections 
must be filled.

Only answer "Yes" if the 
applicant is under 18 years 

old or adult applicant is 
unable to answer questions

on their own.

Click "Next" and save the REVIEW page as a PDF to 
your computer. Email us your PDF draft application for 
review.

Do not click "Submit" on the next page until we have 
reviewed your form! Once you click "Submit", your 
application will be finalized and you will no longer be 
able to make edits.

Select "Ordinary"

Ensure your itinerary information is complete from 
your date of arrival to date of departure from 
mainland China. 
If staying at multiple locations, you can add more 
itinerary sections by clicking "Add"

Select based on the consular fee paid on your order
$140 = Normal
$165 = Express

Do not leave blank. Must enter a valid email address 

Parental information is required.
If deceased, click [Not applicable] 
and state "deceased"

List all of your children (all ages)
Click "add" to list more than one

Enter city of where your visa was issued 
as printed on the visa sticker

If you were previously issued a Chinese visa 
and no longer have record of it, answer 
questions to the best of your knowledge. 
Do not leave blank, except for "Visa Number"

Double-check your passport pages for travel in 
the last year.
If a country's entry/exit stamp is in your passport,
it must be listed here.

If you are/were in the military, 
ensure to answer "Yes" to the 2 
questions related to military service.


